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IRELAND. 





THE tyranny practised on Ireland, by the English Govern- 
ment, may be compared to a full grown tree, in its season of 
foliage, and the men who call themselves Reformers and 
propose an amendment, to men, who can be incessantly 
plucking a-leaf, or in their more daring efforts, a branch of 
this tree of tyranny; but, who are as much horrified, as the 
tyrants themselves, at the thought of taking it up by the 
toots and destroying the whole, roots, trunk, branches, and 
leaves. ; | oie 
Ireland, including government, people and all, is rotten to 
her very core, and nothing will seriously benefit her, that 
does not root up every part of the system that degrades her, 
which may be brought under two heads, that of govern- 
ment, and that of religion: ber external and her internat go- 
vernment. Her internal government, or that of religion, is 
altogether as tyrannical and injurious to her welfare, as her 
external government, or the tyranny of the English Govern- 
ment over her. for 
| In speaking of her internal government, I do not. confine 
myself to the Catholic Religion. The Protestant Religion 
of Ireland isas bad as her Roman Catholic Religion, equal- 
ly persecating, equally. degrading, equally pernicious, to the 
minds of its followers. Iam for rooting up both. Let Ire- 
land be independent, let ber abolish all established religion, 
let her Churches and Church property be applied to the 
urpose of seminaries for useful knowledge, let her begin 
build ships, to trade freely for her -own benefit, and to 
reap for her own use the produce of her cultivated soil, and 
then her people will begin to be civilized. I use not the 
term civilized, with any offensive application to ber past 6r 
present condition; for, { maintain it, as a great political axi- 
OM, tat Feligion and civilization cannot unite. Civiliza- 
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tion expressesa state that has emerged froma higher state of 
ignorance, and religion, in any shape or cheracter, ex- 
presses the highest staie of ignorance, a state of ignorance, 
in which, the wild man of the woods is, happily, not involv- 
ed: a state of ignorance, or mischievous delusion, from 
which, happily, all other animals are free: an intemperance 
which they avoid, with the same care as they avoid those 
intemperances of the appetite and passions, which are con- 
fined to mankind. Man may be rationally viewed as the 
least civilized ofall animals: the tyrant of alland of himself. 
Many Englishmen suppose, and the English Government 
acts upon the principle, that, if Ireland were free and inde- 
pendent, she would become the rival of this Island and bea 
source of perpetual war. If Ireland wére governed by such 
a King and Aristocracy as govern England, it would pro- 
bably be the case; but, if lreiand were a Republic, if ber 
legislature and her executive were really composed of men 
elected and the representatives of the people, there would be 
no danger of rivalry and war. You will never find sucha 
government as that of the United States of America the 
first to declare war. It will see no benefit in war, but asa 
matter of self defence; and whenever so entered upon, it 
will bea national war. If Britain and Ireland were two well 
constituted Republics, there would be no war among them. 
If they were two distinct monarchies, they wou!d be ever at 
war, whilst both were independent. War is the monarch’s 
game: the game of the few and not of the many. Universal 
peace can only be guaranteed in the abolition of all monar- 
chical governments, and in the establishment of Republics, 
such as are now beginning to spread over America. And, 
it is a blot, not to be endured, that the Empire of the Brazils 
should there exist. One which cannot be long endured. 
Another argument for the slavery of Ireland is, that, if 
free, the continental powers of Europe would intrigue with 
her against Britain. A Republican Government, where all 
authority springs from the people, cannot intrigue: there is 
no channel for intrigue. Political intrigues are wholly con- 
fined to monarchies; and espionage can only exist with a 
monarchy. In the present state of Ireland, the Continental 
‘tlh a ‘eta posi have done for years past, intrigue witb 
Republic. th men; but, if Ireland were independent and a 
ig 8 ic, that intrigue would be spurned; for the welfare 
Ss ame risese be the welfare Ireland, with a free trade 
le than th urse. They would, in fact, be more like one pe“- 
pie than they now are. There would bea real union witbout 
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tyranny. That which is now called a union, is the union 
that confines the slave to bis master: the union of bonds: 
the union that holds the power of the ijash and of death over 
the dissatisfied slave. EXTINCTION TO ALL SUCH UNIONS. 
In this sentiment, | am sure, that every honest lrishman, and 
every sensible man will join. 

Einancipation confined to matters of religion is not what 
Ireland wants. She wants emaucipation from all religion, 
and from all external government. I hardly wish her the 
ove without the other; for, it would but raise up a new set 


of hungry men to prey upon her, No one can read the late 


pastoral charge of the Roman Catholic Bishops to their 
flocks and wish them success. No honest “ sensible and 
just” man can wish success to a set of men, who claim the 
right to dictate to those in their power, what books they 
shallread. This is a tyranny more outrageous than any 
monarchical or aristocratical tyranny. It is a treating of 
mankind like infants. All that nonsense about holy fathers, 
papas, and popas, must be abclished. ‘The man is a villain 
who can read and espouses it. Let Mr. Cobbett, or any other 
Roman Catholic Advocate, shew us any one reason why 
any thing called religion should exist, why any one full 
grown man should be placed in a state of pupilage under 
another man. Let Mr. Cobbett do this, and he will essen- 
tially serve the canse of the Catholics: he will also serve the 
common interest of mankind. 
_ The evils of Ireland are as deeply internal as external. it 
is said of Castlereagh, that, he was once one of an association 
to circulate Paine’s Age of Reason among the Irish Catho- 
lies. If so, it was about the only good thing that he ever 
did; though that evidently to uo great extent. What the 
irish (atholies want is, a reading of all the works of Thomas 
Paine, and uot the writings of William Cobbett. There is 
nothing contained in_the writings of William Cobbett that is 
calculated to enlighten such a people as the Irish. His mas- 
ler effort in politics is, that of paper-imoney, and the funding 
system; but these are not matttrs, in which the Irish want 
immediate instruction. In matiers of agriculture, he may 
be able to instruct them; but they want to be able to enjoy 
their produce, before they study how to improve it. They 
want great political lessons on government and religiou. 
hey want to be taught that all men are or ought to be equal, 
that priesis, and kings, and an aristocracy, are alike burthen- 
Some tothem: and that, to get rid of one, or two, without 
the whole trinity, wiil bring to them but little if any goad. 
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This is the sort of teachings that the Irish Catholics want, 
and towards this state of knowledge, their holy fathers, the 
Priests, are just as inimical, as Eldon and Peel, and Goul- 
burn. Sending to them the writings of Mr. Cobbett, is just 
like giving to them bibles, prayer, and extreme unction, 
when they want food, and clothing, and shelter from atmos- 
pherical inclemencies. 

The works of Thomas Paine are the proper works to be 
read by the Irish Catholics. In them, they will first be 
taught how the inhabitants of the American Colonies threw 
off their dependence and conquered their independence; 
keeping nothing but independence in view after the publica- 
tion of “ Common Sense.” That, which was ‘“ Common 
Seuse” forthe American Colonists, will now apply with equal 
force to Ireland. In the works of Paine, they will see the 
whole machinery of government taken abroad, piece by 
piece, and made intelligible, in its every purpose, to the low- 
est capacity. And what is of more importance, in bis Theo- 
logical Works, the Catholics will see how burthensome and 
useless religion of any kind is to them. Butifa copy of the 
whole of the works of Mr. Cobbett, beginning with his be- 
ginnings in America and ending with his Roman Catholic 
efforts, were given to every Catholic in Ireland, all that 
would be gained, beyond confusion of mind, would be, con- 
tempt for the writer. Taking Cobbett by piece meal, bis 
writings will find admirers among all classes, from the read- 
ers of Jobo Bull, that imitation of Peter Porcupine, up to 
the admirers of Paine; but, take his writings as a whole, 
and the mind must be depraved indeed, that cannot feel cou- 
tempt or pity for the writer. Yet, as no man can calculate 
upon him, and as he has not resolution enough to caculate 
upon himself; there is no saying what good or what evil he 
will do before he dies. I hope for good; but by no means 
place any confidence in him. 

They, who know the history of Ireland, must see, that the 
present excitement of the Catholics will be but momentary, 
pre nothing effectual will be gained, until independence 
of the British Government be gained. Catholic emancipa- 
eng = adelusion. The Protestant Church makes a part 
of the Bristish Government, and the one will be maintained 
with the other. Remove the Protestant Church, and Ire- 
land will immediately assert ber independence; and wisely 
too. | am not base enough to advocate even the tyranny 
of the British Government. Nor do | wish.to see war be- 
tween any nations, where improvement can be carried on 
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without it. "1am not base enough to write myself down a 
« dutiful subject” to any king; and look upon him but as a 
low minded man, who prides himself in having worn, or in 
wearing, or who cannot remove from his mind, the royal li- 
very and its degradations. Ireland wants Thomas Paine 


and not William Cobbett. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 


Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 10, 1825. 








COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE KING, 
CARLTON PALACE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 6, 1825. 
IRELAND brings you neither honour, nor profit, nor secu- 
rity; but deep disgrace. ‘The misery inflicted upon. her 
people places the Knglish Government in a more odious 
light, than ever prejudice has fabled of Turkish tyranny. If 
a Turk were challenged, as to the comparative merits of the 
Mahometan and the Christian Religion, he would feel a 
proud triumph, in pointing his haughty finger at lreland, 
and-no Christian could find a circumstance like it in the an- 
nals of Mahometanism to retort upon him. Besides, the in- 
fiction of this misery upon Ireland taxes every head in this 
Island at the rate of five shillings a year—a sum of 
money, that would be equivalent to the maintaining of 

ed government, in either Island, with due economy and 
wisdom. 

The King of Hanover has been honoured in establishing 
an equality of religious sects in Hanover. This is all that 
wisdom requires; for, neither King, uor a well chosen Par- 
liament, can say to a people, with any good effect—you 
shall be atheists, or you shall be christians. Religion, or 
no religion, is a matter that should not be legislated upon— 
& matter, in which, every individual should be free to choose 
as he pleases, as well as to choose from what he will dine, 
at what time he will dine, or who shall dine with him. All 
good laws are of necessity atheistical : they relate to man 

» man only: the very word religion is a vice in any 
3 for, by our legisiation, we cannot alter the system of 


emg things in the least degree : our duty is to know them, 
legislate upon, nor to pray to, them. . Established 
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religion is established hypocrisy. A reguiated liturgy is 
mechanical religion, Law may produce hypocrisy and ss 
pression ; but it cannot produce conscientious religion. 

Let the King of Hanover, then, for once, be the King of 
Ireland ; for, it matters not to the good man from whom 
good proceeds. 

The only further counsel that I can give you as to Ireland 
is, to get rid of it, and to let Ireland be ruled by the repre- 
sentatives of Irishmen. Cease to purchase the misery of 
frishmen with the misery of Britons, when, to spare the 
one, you will save that of the other. Let your next ac- 
knowledgment of independent states begin with Ireland. 

I am, Sir, your prisoner, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 





COPY OF LETTER SENT TO THE KING 
CARLTON PALACE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 13, 1825. 
In this Island, there are many thousand Priests, preach- 
ing something, which they call the Christian Religion, 
and for which, they extract, from the produce of the indus- 
try of your fellow citizens, many millions of pounds sterling 
annually. Of this body of Priests, you, Sir, are called the 
head. Now, cannot you, as Henry the Fighth used to do, 
maintain the good foundation of this Religion, and not keep 
me in prison for preaching that it is not well founded, or 
cannot you find one of these many thousand well paid 
priests, who can do this? 

J am, Sir, your prisoner, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 





COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE KING 
CARLTON PALACE. 





Srr, Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 16, 1825, 
As the King of this country can change his Ministers when 
it pleases him, he can, as a matter of course bring a set to 
what terms may please him; and if his administration be 
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not congenial with the public wants, calling the majority 
the public, it follows, that, all the evils inflicted upon that 
public lie at his door, and that he is King only for the wel- 
fare of the few at the expence of the many. 

Itisreported amongst us Plebeians, that you, as King, area ~ 
mere automaton, and have no will of your own, in the most 
trivial matter; that you suffer yourself to be brow beaten 
and dictated to, by such a man as Lord Eldon, as if you 
were a ward in his custody. ‘The fault is evidently your 
own, a want of energy want of knowledge, or some such 
defect. If you fear the power of the aristocracy, whose 
tools your ministers are and you through them, it is a 
very idle fear; for, in regard to their influence with the 
mass of the people, they are become quite harmless, 
and looked upon but as insolent conquerors. Still they 
ever were, and ever will be, whilst allowed to exist with 
distinct privileges, enemies, either to King or People, often 
to both. There is a wide difference between being King 
of an Aristocracy and King of a People. The former 
keeps up a King as a mere idol and tool, avd insult him 
when it pleases them ; the latter, will venerate him as a chief 
magistrate, so long as they have good laws well administer- 
ed, and only upon that condition. 

Be King in reality then,as well as King in name: be 
King ofa people, instead of King of anaristocracy. Learn, 
that a King that knows not how to act the character of a 
man, and a good man, is in a most contemptible office. 

King of this country, under the existing laws, ought to be 
the King of his Ministers, and ought not to suffer any man 
torule him. He ought to dictate to them, not they to him. 

lam, Sir, your prisoner, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE ARCH- 
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY, LAMBETH PA- 
LACE. 


—— ——_ CO 


Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 13, 1825. Sixth 
year of my imprisonment. 
MAy IT PLEASE your GRACE, 
CANNOT your Grace find one of the many thousand Priests, 
of which you are Primate, to maintain the good foundation 
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of the Christian Religion before me, and to prove the affir- 
mative of three qustions, of which | take the negative side. 
Ist. That such a person as Jesus Christ once existed: 2nd. 
That such a nation as the Jews or Israelites existed in Judea 
before the Babylonian Colonization: 3rd. That there is an 
intelligent God in existence? 

Certainly, | do no more in this communication, than to 
remind your Grace of a duty, and remain, the Prisoner of 
the Church of which your Grace is Primate, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 


O9ere D4 WY ee ee St ee ee 


CRUDE MERCURY: 


THE following letter, which comes to me duly and respecta- 
bly attested, exhibits, i in my opinion, one of the most despe- 
rate cases in which a medicine can be applied to operate. [ 
hear a clamour, alike from friends and foes, that, Quicksil- 
ver is an inert metal in the human body; though some, to its 
inertness, add the contrary quality, of its having a power to 
kill, not a disease, but the body itself! It is inert, though 
it kills, has been sagely observed! Inthe judgment of such 
persons, it is inert, because, it does not, like the common 
drugs of the apothecary, gripe, scour, and purge the body, 
so as to make it a question of life or death with the patient, 
so as to make death desirable as a relief from pain. With 
them, it is inert, because, it isnot a racking poison. 

Had the Italian, Belloste, been a scientific materialist of 
the present day, he could not have better described its pow- 
ers and qualities. ‘The human body, as I have before ob- 
served, isa series of tubes, various in their dimensions, fubes 
within a tube, from the external of the body itself, to a di- 
mension so minute, as to be invisible to the human eye, or, 
perhaps, to be invisible with the aid of the best microscope. 
These tubes are, or ought to be, filled either with a liquid or 
an erial fluid, and these fluids to be constantly changing. If 
they cannot be changed, if there be an obstruction to their 
passage, they putrefy and produce disease in the body. 
Hence, bad air, improper food, a want of food, and various 
other evils to the animal, may be easily accounted for, as to 
their bad effects upon the body. In the ensuing letter, it may 
be seen, that, James Herd, owed his 25 years of suffering, to 
the circumstance, that a cold air, applied to the surface of 
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the body, closes the pores of the surface and produces an ob- 
struction. The fluids, obstructed in their due passage, putri- 
fied and laid the foundation of that contamination of ulcers, 
to which he was for that period subject. Thus is explained 
how currents of air acts upon particular parts of the body 
and produce a diseased obstruction, which is not produced, 
or so likely to be produced, wheu the whole body is alike 
exposed and in motion. James Herd was exposed to a bleak 
wind, which particularly operated upon one side, and laid 
the foundation of his long disease. Had Crade Mercur 
been taken, at any period of the 25 years, it would have 
cured his ulcers; or if taken before an ulcer had appear- 
ed, it would have prevented them; because, its peculiar pro- 
perty is, to open every natural passage of the body that 
might be choked with foul humours, calcareous matter, or 
what not, and to remove the corrupt or morbid matter which 
occasions the obstruction. There may be states of body 
predisposing to obstructions, and which produce obstruc- 
tions, without the external action of currents of air; but the 
principle is precisely the same, the means of cure the same. 

lam convinced, from the action of the Crude Mercury on 
my own body, that the description of Belloste, as to its quali- 
ties, is precisely correct. In addition to its motive proper- 
ties in and throughout the minutest tube of the body, it liqui- 
fies that which should be liquid, and gives a balsamic pro- 
perty to those fluids, which, in a bealthy state, should be 
balsamic; and this is the best mode of acting upon all dis- 
eases, and the only effectual mode of acting upon diseases 
that are chronical. 

For two reasons, I am happy to say, that my new edition 
of Belloste’s Treatise is rapidly selling; for that shall never 
be my good which does not tend to the good of others, 

I conclude these observations with saying that the Mercu- 
ry may begiven to iufants of any age and for any complaint; 
and I am further of opinion, that, it is the only proper medi- 
cine for infants in all complaints; particularly, in all com- 
plaints of thestomach. In the case of measles or small pox, 
there is not the least fear of death, if a small quantity of quick- 
silver be swallowed daily. 1 have further accouuts of some 
inost singular cures performed by it, but the subjoined letter 
will answer for all. Quicksilver is certainly the infidelity 


or heresy of the Medical craft! 
x. G- 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


SIR, Aberdeen, Dec. 15, 1824. 
In the beginning of the year 1800, duriug a night, I was, on 
horseback, exposed to a severe cold wind blowing against 
my right side. The first consequence was a severe pain in 
that side. I applied to the Hospital of this city, got a plen- 
ty of blistering, but came out much worse than when I[ went 
in. At this time, the pain was excruciating. Soon after, 
an extraordinary ulcer began to make its appearance on the 
spot that had been blistered. In the following year, I again 
applied to the Hospital for relief, got the ulcer lanced, but 
to no good purpose, and was a second time sent out as in- 
curable. After two years, having, in that time, taken all 
the medical assistance in my power to get, without any be- 
nefit, nature began to mend herself; but, by this time, l had 
lost the use of my right thigh, aud could only walk with 
crutches, 

Since that time, my health has been seldom good ; ulcers 
made their appearance on different parts of my body almost 
periodically. I applied again and again to the gentlemen 
of our Infirmary, who as regularly sent me out as incurable, 
and with as little ceremony, as if I had been an old horse al- 
lotted to die on the common in the neighbourhood of our 
city. 

About four years ago, I had nearly lost the use of both 
my arms from the ulcers; but | was firmly resolved, though 
in a deplorable state, to apply no more to those hard hearted 
and incapable gentry, who as medical men are so hand- 
somely supported by public contributions. 

I have tried mineral waters, bathing of every kind, patent 
medicines, and old women’s prescriptions; but all to no par- 
pose. I have sought for treatises on medicine and diseases 
of the body, but coald find none to benefit me. It would 
amuse you a little to look into the far-famed Dr. Buchan, 
on the word ULCERS, and to see the little comfort which he 
gives toa patient with this disease. 

About the end of August last, James Angus, an acquain- 
tance, put into my hands a pamphlet, or a No. of The Re- 
publican, iu which was a treatise on Crude Mercury, setting 
forth the difference of taking it in its native state and when 
manufactured into a poison by the Chemist or Apothecary. 
] took courage, and began to use the Mercury, according to 
your direction. Upon me, its effects have been astonishing. 
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All my painful sores are completely healed; though when I 
began, they were ia their worst state. 

You will not be surprised to hear, that I was daily grow- 
ing worse, when you know, that my body, in every part, 
has been infested with these loathsome and painful ulcers for 
the long period of twenty-five years. 1 was seventeen years 
of age when my illness commenced, and am now just turned 
forty two, and can say, that, after this terrible sickness, b 
the aid of this incomparable medicine, [ am in good healt 
and excellent spirits. My arms, which were swelled as 
thick as my thigh, as hard asa piece of wood, and which I 
could not lift to my head, are now as well as ever they were. 
My right leg, though much shrunk, is so much stronger, that 
[ have given orders to my shoemaker, to make a shoe, with 
a high cork sole, so that | may be enabled once more to lay 
aside the two crutches which have been my close compa- 
nions for a quarter of a century! 

I am still using the Mercury, though, in six weeks, I was 
as wellas lam thisday. Itis a cheap medicine, and with- 
in the means of the poorest person. It has cost me but eigh- 
teen pence in the three months that I have been using it. 

I might have told you, that | was always very irregular 
in ny bowels; at times very costive, at others, troubled 
with violent dysenteries. I could get nothing from the medi- 
cal gentry to regulate this matter: but the Mercury has com- 
pletely done it, operating as a gentle purgative. 

My urine, when I was ill, was almost as thick as gruel, af- 
ter standing a short time in the vessel; but immediately on 
the use of the Mercury, it became and remained quite clear ; 
and what astonished me most was, the quantity that I made 
for the first eight or ten days—nearly three times the usual 
quantity. 

To conclude, I give you my most sincere thanks, for the 
trouble you have given yourself to make this incomparable 
medicine better known to the public. Do every thing in 
your power to make it more known, however much it may 
hurt the feelings and the pockets of the medical faculty. 
You need not look for more than the thanks of those whom 
you relieve. Nor must you expect to have a pateut worth 
some hundreds a year as some deceiving knaves have got. 


Yours most sincerely, 
JAMES HERD. 


7, 


No. 5, Blerton Lane, Guestrow. 
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TO PARSON JAMES OF BIRMINGHAM. 


Sir, - Birmingham, Jan. 1, 1824. 
In all probability, you might not have expected the following 
lines, but your theological sentiments are of that diabolical na- 
ture, that they truly merit them. 

You deem yourself calculated for a public teacher; you consi- 
der your abilities adequate to the undertaking ; and you fancy 
that you have established your reputation as well calculated for 
the business. You doubtless have your admirers among the mass 
which congregate to hear your oratorical effusions. You may 
know, that every vender of wares meets with customers; from 
the merchant that trades in Indian pearls, to the common hawker 
of matches. You may likewise know, that there are more pur- 
chasers of the latter article than ofthe former; and you know very 
well, that the seller of matches makes more noise in disposing of 
his trifles, than the jeweller in selling his treasures. The dispo- 
sition among mankind, to be attracted to the place where there is 
a noise, is seen by common observation. The mountebank quack 
doctor draws around him his gaping audience; Punch in the play 
has his admirers, and the common ballad singer is encircled by his 
contemptible group. 

It is impossible, that a man can be conspicuous, that he can step 
forward from the common path of society, without attracting 
notice. ‘The sublime and the ridiculous are separated by a nar- 
row line.” Johanna Southcote and the Virgin Mary have each 
their proselytes and admirers; and the Jews ‘esteem their Moses, 
the Turks their Mahomet, with as much reverence as a Birming- 
ham congregation their parson James, his John Calvin and his 
direful dogmas. 

A public character is estimable in proportion to his intrinsic 
merit, in proportion to the good that he does in society. If what 
he advances tends to better the condition of mankind, if it en- 
hances the comfort and happiness of the human race, he merits 
our esteem ; if not, he incurs our indignation and contempt. 

Attendance upon a man’s ministry, is no criterion of the value 
of his speeches; nor is a lucrative situation the standard of merit. 
If a person flatters himself, that he is an object singled out by a 
providence to fill a place of profit, on account of his merit, he may 
be disappointed in his calculations, if he will but cast his eyes 
around him, and make the just distinction between virtuous cha- 
racters and those who have nothing but profit to mark them. 

Pope Benedict the eighth could not be said to have been a 
very meritorious character, when upon his death bed, he called 
his Cardinals around him, and said to them, “ wHaT A PROFIT- 
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ABLE THING THIS FABULOUS STORY OF JESUS CHRIST HAS BEEN 
To us!” Admitting, for a moment, the truth of his death bed as- 
sertion, what does it prove? Why, that he was an instance among 
thousands of a similar cast; that he was an honest man when it 
could no longer profit him to be a rogue. Still, this man had his 
admirers; for he had much of Christendom at his controul. 

Without enlarging by way of preface I shall observe, that these 
hints are sufficient to enable you to make the proper applica- 
tion. 

Now, Sir, I went one day to hear what you had to say to the 
people that congregate in the Chapel in Carr’s Lane. When I 
entered, I found you in your rostrum, expatiating upon the rock 
that Moses struck, to make a miraculous flow of water, to allay 
the thirst of his followers; and you made a very unnatural and 
distorted comparison between that rock and Christ’s body, and 
the water that gushed from that rook and Christ’s blood. With- 
out alluding to the nature, or ¢/-nature of the metaphor. I shall 
confine myself to the doctrinal part of your sermon; and shew 
you what effect such doctrines had upon my mind, and how they 
affected my understanding. I was really astonished to hear a 
man, who has nothing to draw his mind aside from study and re- 
flection, advance such a doctrine as this; especially, after he has 
lived to see so much havoc and slaughter in the late wars, and 
the rivers of human gore that has been set afloat by the professors 
of that horrid doctrine. Blood! blood! Oh! that there should 
be found men so cruel, so blasphemous, so presumptuous, so abo- 
minably wicked, to stand up and tell the assembled multitude, 
that man has offended his maker! that Adam incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty by tasting of the fruit of a certain tree 
that was planted before his eyes to allure him! that the Creator 
of the universe should be so incensed against the pigmy man, the 
offspring of his hands, that he could not be pacified till there was 
justice done him, till there was an equivalent made for the trans- 
gression, although it must be allowed, from the doctrine of di- 
vine prescience, ihat the maker of man must have known before 
he put him in the way of temptations, that he could not possibly 
resist the motive of gratification! This is the plain fact, this is the 
doctrine which some men have the assurance to tell us is divine, 
and worthy of a God. This is the doctrine that is denominated 
Orthodox! This doctrine tells us, that God sent his only begotten 
Son, a portion of himself, into the world to become a sacrifice for 
the human race to appease the wrath of his Almighty self and 
stay his eternal vengeance from falling upon all the human race, 
for the transgression of their progenitor Adam, which happened 
before a second man existed! This doctrine tells us, that it was 
decreed from all eternity, that man should transgress God’s com- 
mand, that he should eat of the forbidden tree! that a Saviour 
was provided to make up the breach of man’s disobedience, al- 














ee 














a. ee a ep TS eee 








eo ee 





A TS a 
a z . 


— + - . 


| 
: 


78 THE REPUBLICAN. 


though pain, suffering and death are not in the least mitigated by 
his crucifiction! that he was appointed before the transgression 
was committed to spill his Blood upon the Cross, to satisfy his 
own and father’s divine wrath! If the nature of this doctrine were 
seen in its true light, Judas and Pilate and the Jews ought to have 
been rewarded instead of being cursed and damned, as they were 
predestinated actors in a tragedy that was to accomplish human 
good. But its advocates dare not look it full in the face; they 
paint an idol and blush at it. It leads to nothing but blood and 
misery, and they are horror stricken with the work of their own 
frenzied imaginations ! 

Can the advocates of this doctrine blame Nero for his cruelty? 
a Dey of Algiers for his barbarity? or a Draco for his indiscrimi- 
nate vengeance? Can the abettors of Calvinism open their 
mouths against war or bloodshed in any shape? Does not their 
doctrine amount to this, that a man may retaliate upon an inno- 
cent person, when he thinks himself offended by one of his party; 
and is it not tantamount to the taking of a man’s son and hanging 
him for a crime which his father has committed ¢ 

Oh! horrid blasphemy, to ascribe vindictive malice to the God 
of nature, to attribute malice prepense to the maker of our frames ! 
It is supposing that he makes creatures for his amusement, and is 
gratified with their misery! Let me not be one of their number 
whose bowels are closed against the cries of humanity! Let me 
never advocate the idea, that one vessel is made to honour and 
another to dishonour, upon the assertion of either Paul or James. 
But rather let me entertain those views of a God, that he is no res- 
pector of persons; that an African is in his eyes as good as a 
Briton; that he visiteth not the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren; but that we are all his offspring, and he has benevolent 
views and gracious designs towards his whole creation. 

Thus, Sir, I shall leave you, by believing, that the bitterness, 
or rancour, of the Calvinist James, will no more frustrate the 
plans of the great Author of the Universe, than the venom of a wasp, 
will contaminate the whole atmosphere in which we breathe. 

And finally, why execrate murder and bloodshed when youare 
preaching up a divine example upon that head? Thus, according 
to your doctrines, the helpless infant, streaming with human gore 
from the hands of an assassin, is a gratifying sight under certain 
circumstances! A man of your description will be crying justice, 
at the moment that he is wallowing up to his chin in the blood of 
the objects of his vengeance. 

I would advise you to lay aside your cruel justice; and become 
the advocate of benerolence and mercy. If you must have a 
Christ, look upon him as visiting the world as a reformer of the 
abuses of his age, and, like all true reformers, suffering from the 


. . . 5 . 
ignorance and wickedness of the men in power who are profited 
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by such abuses. The last sentiment carries with it the appearance 
of truth; the former, which you profess, is a blasphemy upon the 
God you worship. 

JOHN LEE. 








TO RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Salford, Manchester, Jan. 4, 1825 
of Curistian INTOLERANCE, and 

PersecuteD Cirizen, the worship of PaGaw FABLEs. 

We, your friends of the Salford Reading and Zetetic Society, 
hope you will have the goodness to insert the following list of 
subscriptions sent to you in September last. 

When we contemplate the late furious and virulent attack 
made by your enemies, by practising upon you all the rumous 
measures they could invent. Your manly fortitude and _perse- 
vering conduct to their total discomfiture, and the great moral 
triumph of intellectual liberty and the happiness of mankind, we 
can neither too severely censure the interested gangs who have 
usurped the rights and liberties of the majority of the people of 
this country nor can we sufficiently applaud your spirited con- 
duct, even amidst the frowns of some of your real or pretended 
friends, who considered it the height of folly not to yield our 
moral opposition, because a leagued banditti of tithe-eating 
Priests thought proper to make an apparently expiring, struggle 
for the existence of their horrid’ monster Christianity: a monster, 
that has caused more human misery and destruction, than either 
the Mahometan, Jew, or any other religious beastly monster in 
existence. 

Thanks to your ‘‘ Honourable House of moral blasphemers” for 
their philanthropic sacrifice to the hag superstition; and for the 
wonderful ability they displayed in the management of their in- 
tellectual artillery, to the shameful defeat of their implacable ene- 
mies. 

We could not but smile at the priestly cunningness displayed 
by Mr. George Harris of Bolton, in his “ slight notice” of your 
Address to him and the Unitarians; an address which contains 
a challenge to him and all Priests to demonstrate the foundation 
of all their craft, the existence of an intelligent Deity; by which 
they fare so sumptuously on the industry and through the credu- 
lity of the “‘ the wtll-be-deceived” people. ‘“ If (as Mr. H. says) 
your ignorance of a God is no demonstration that others are as 
ignorant,” why did he not embrace the seasonable opportunity 
of demonstrating the existence of the idol of his worship? Unless 
his pretended knowledge of a God be sheer ignorance, his silence 
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upon this head, we take to be a proof of his ignorance, and of his 
being a dishonest or an insane Atheist. We are of opinion, that 
something ‘ more is necessary to confirm our belief, in one God, 
one person” than Mr. H.’s Bible words, whether correctly or incor- 
rectly translated as tothe plural or singular number of God. ‘* And 
that he alone is the proper and exclusive object of worship, the exam- 
ple of Jesus Christis surely (not) sufficient.” Particularly, if Mr. 
H. cannot shew, that such a person ever lived, to be such an exam- 
ple. We look for something more weighty than old Constantine’s 
four chosen books narrating the wonderful stories and examples 
of this new Prometheus, this European Chrishna, called Jesus 
Christ. To be sufficient, we must have something of a demons- 
tration, that intelligence can and must have existed prior to, and in- 
dependent of matter. The science of Chronology demonstrates 
that mind or intelligence is nothing more than a quality of matter, 
generated by matter in motion, through a peculiar organization; 
that it is merely an effect, and an effect cannot be a first cause. 
This knowledge is a decisive blow to Deity, and every miscalled 
thing of spirituality. 

As to Unitarian free discussion here in Salford, we wish 
we could speak as favourably as Mr. H. speaks of his in Bol- 
ton. It is quite the reverse. We consider ourselves as prohi- 
bited from attending their discussions. They say, ‘‘ Ours isa 
christian meeting for religious discussion, and the Bible must be 
considered a divine revelation,” or the word of their Idol God. 

The same priestly cunningness or ignorance may be attributed 
to your stlenced opponent Mr. Hindmarsh, he has carefully evad- 
ed a demonstration of the foundation of his spiritual doctine, 
without which the vital part of his soul his ‘* Lire from the Deity,” 
is perfect nonsense. If Mr. H. were an honest man, he would 
without further delay, answer your refutation of himself and 
Leslie, or endeavour to prevail on such Swedenborgian Priests 
as may be more at leisure for public controversy than himself; 
and shew coroborative historical authority for the existence of 
such a being, living at the time assigned. His new Jerusalem 
Temple is ‘‘ dedicated to the worship of Jesus Christ the only 
True God: that nominal phantom, whose past existence you dis- 
prove!” The silence of himself and every other Swedenborgian 
proclaims their ignorance of such an existence, that they are all 
idolators, and their temples, are temples for idolatry. 

On the Sunday following the date of your No. 12, Vol. 9, of 
The Republican, addressed to Mr. Hindmarsh, in reply to his 
pamphlet, I attended to hear Mr. H. deliver his farewell sermon, 
in Salford, in expectation, that he would notice the preced- 
ing No. 11, addressed to him. He contented himself, with 
merely recapitulating the doctrines, that he had taught them, 
called the New Church doctrines. The. only allusion to 
yourself, and all Deists and Materialists, that I noticed, was 
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directed in particular tome. He said, ‘‘ We do not want people to 
come here that are blind.” The words of Mr. H.’s text, as near as 
I can recollect, were, ‘If ye know these things, happy are ye, if 
ye do them.” Now, as mental blindness consists only in the 
absence of knowledge, this prohibition will apply even to all such 
Swedenborgians who attend his chapel and do not pretend to the 
same amount of knowledge with Mr. H. We readily acknow- 
ledge our blindness or ignorance, as to the existence of spirituality. 
And what has Mr. H. done, in the 3rd section of his pamphlet, 
on the difference between matter and spiret, but given us a proof ot 
his blindness and ignorance on the subject. You, Sir, in your re- 
ply, have most triumphantly cut up this section. Mr. H. makes 
soul or spirit consist in WILL and UNDERSTANDING; but, what is 
will, but the impulse of the uppermost motive, generated by events 
and circumstances? Mr. H. in his pamphlet, has given us a sam- 
ple of his charitable, mild, and philanthropic disposition, towards 
us, Spiritually ignorant opponents, who merely differ from him 
in matters of opinion: likewise, in his impartiality and desire for 
truth. At aSwedenborgian meeting, for the purpose of present- 
ing Mr. H., with a silver cup, for his services, he could sanction, 
by his silence, a respectable Swedenborgian who stood up and 
informed the company, that your reply to Mr. H. was scandalous, 
and not worth notice, desiring them not to read it! Hoping the 
present year will be the year of your liberation, | remain, yours 
in sympathy and esteem, in behalf of the Salford Reading 
Society, 
JOSEPH LAWTON. 


s. d. s. d. 
Joseph Lawton 12 0 than all their pretend- 
W. Mill 1 6 ed priests and _ pro- 
James Boyle 1 0 phets 1 0 
Edwin Hargreaves 1 0 James Seddon, Chappel 
Joseph Lawton for R. field, near Bury 0 6 
Hassell 3 6 John Foulkes 1 0 
¥. 3. 3 6 Four Friends near Black- 
T. Barton 0 6 burn 5 0 
Robert Smith 1 0 William Drinkwater 1 0 
William Jones 1 0 J. C., a Friend to Free 
Thomas Woodcocks 1 0 Discussion 0 6 
John Smith of Falkirk J.C.,aFriendto Truth 0 6 
thinks it very unjust John Lawton 1 0 
to prosecute R. Car- S. Grindley, a Lover of 
lile, who is a greater Truth and Morality i“ @ 


enemy to the Devil, 


No. 3, Vol. XI. 
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TO MR. JOSEPH LAWTON, SALFORD, 
MANCHESTER. 


Sir, Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 12, 1825 
Your Salford Zetetic Society is one proof of the creat atil- 
ity of free discussion, or even of a free individual enquiry 
on all matters, whetber about men, brutes, or gods. I en- 
gage to say, that there is scarcely an individual among you, 
who wastes a shilling ina month upon intoxicating liquors, 
or any other evil that can injure the individual, or excite 
him to offend the laws of the country. It is often said to 
me:—** Ob! dear, Mr. Carlile, what would become of us 
if all were of your opinion, w hat should we do without re- 
ligion, what can you give us in its stead?” | put a similar 
question by way of answer and sav: “If an intemperate 
man were advised by a friend to leave off his intemperance, 
and were to ask what could be given bim in in its stead— 
how would you answer him?”—* Why, to be sure, we 
should promise him health, and peace of mind, and much 
less of pain.” ‘* Then RELIGION IS BUT AN INTEMPERANCE 
OF THE MIND, that requires no substitute, and that, in its re- 
linguishment, leaves you increased health, peace of mind 
and less of pain.” ‘This is really the case. Religious fana- 
tics, with their disordered minds, suppose, that atheists are 
all blood thirsty monsters; but, I declare, that every phi- 
losophical atheist, with whom I have been acquainted, has 
been a man of peace, abborring human bloodsbed, and, in 
many instances, abhorring even to shed the blood of other 
animals as human food. Where you find a man abstaining 
from the use of animal food, you geuerally find him an 
atheist; and a vegetable eating people were never a blood- 
thirsty people. An atheist, is of necessity, a man of strong 
mind and sound judgement, a thinking man, free from all 
rashness, and this is not a man of war, not a monster roving 
about to destroy whom and what he can, or to do all the mis- 
chief he can. ATHEISM JS THE TEMPERANCE OF THE HU- 
MAN MIND. 

Lagree with you, that the conduct of Mr. Harris, and of 
Mr. Hindmarsh, affords us a triumph. ‘They pay us ho- 
mage ip their silence, and their continuance to preach, or to 
adhere to what they cannot prove, and even what they see 
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disproved, argues that men can dishonestly support a sys- 
tem to which they have once attached themseives. Before 
attacks were made upon Christianity, | can suppose, that 
there were honest and disinterested preachers in that system ; 
but, wherever a preacher finds his doctrine attacked, with- 
outa word to offer in its defence, and still continues to 
preach it, he ceases to be a honest man. tle may have ex- 
cuses to offer on the score of expediency, and if I were a 
Priest, with benefices worth a thousand year, I do not say, 
that a mere shewing of my being in error would induce me 
to give them up. Itis.a matter where the legislature should 
interfere, and make a better application of the property. 
Until then, as some will grasp at the benefices belonging to 
the Charch, and as relinquishments of such gains are not con- 
sonant with human nature, I do not blame those who hold 
on, and was heartily glad to hear of our worthy chaplain 
here being presented with the late Mr. Richman’s living, 
on the ground, that, whilst good things are to be had, I wish 
the best mento have them. But with the Dissenters, this is 
not the case. ‘They have no benefices to look after, no lands 
and tithes, &c.; therefore, their preaching is a mere barter 
of ability with the public, in which honesty bears the same 
relation as in all other crafts. 

Returning you thanks for your subscription, I wish you 
to be assured, that, imprisonment has ceased to be a punish- 
ment to me, on any but family grounds: it punishes my fa- 
mily and friends. 1 see with pleasure that I can turn it to 
an advantage for myself and principles, and to the disad- 
vantage of those who continue it. 


In civic esteem yours, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 





TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
ABBOTT. 


I intropucE myself to your Lordship, perhaps, an unwelcome 
guest. Your Lordship has, no doubt, by great merit, attained 
one of the high honours of the state: your humble correspondent 
(not the little Radical W. of similar name’; I never saw him) 
might also have been somewhat above obscurity, if (for you well 
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remember, you were an hostile council) if, UNPRECEDENTED Per- 
SECUTIONS for ‘‘ buying and selling” certain national productions 
1799, 1800—but chiefly on account of my opposition to the late 
destructive and immoral wars, had not attracted towards me the 
frowns of power and consequently of fortune. 

Before I proceed any further, however, I will candidly tell your 
Lordship, that I publicly address you; because, I have visited the 
EIGHT YOUNG MEN incarcerated in an unwholesome room in the 
common gaol of Newgate, for the alledged crime of—conscien- 
tious opinion in matters of Faith! And, I also intend, God willing, 
to do the same at Dorchester to the inflexible Carlile, whose inte- 
grity; and civic decorum attracted me, even before he was a pub- 
lic writer. 

In his weekly Journal, I shall request the publication of such 
letters : and your Lordship will almost want faith to believe, that, 
to this moment I have not perused half a dozen of any pamphlets 
he ever sold—or ever discussed with Mr; Carlile, theological 
opinions—or on the grave data, which through these letters, I 
shall submit to the criticism of the world, po | PRESUME TO PRO- 
NOUNCE, BECAUSE my mind, AS IT OUGHT TO BE IS OPEN to the 
investigation of that Truru, which is as SACRED as it is PRO- 
GRESsIvE: your Lordship well knowing, that to condemn mo- 
DERN INTELLECT Of infidelity, with the experience of the past be- 
fore it, in competition with the endowments of our progenitors, is 
not only a libel on the measures of divine providence itself, which 
is perpetually educing superior virtue (Isiah xi. 9.) from encreasing 
knowledge, but contradicts the clearest deductions of the most 
renowned sages of ancient or modern writ. 

{ must, however, further preface this correspondence: and pre- 
sume to revive some very singular and delicate recollections. 

This ‘* buying and selling” of mine, your Lordship knows— 
(King against Waddington) was, in fact, the HIGH CRIME of pur- 
chasing Hops whilst growing, when, of course, the farmer requir- 
ed and received considerable sums in advance. Yet,this was not 
deemed as legal as purchasing GROWING CORN FIELDS. As if it 
were justice too, to punish a buyer and spare the seller. Eighteen 
planters, your Lordship recollects, took advantage of the court's 
decision against me, and resold their productions for an advance 
of 60 to 80 per cent, on the terms of our written obligation, 
signed, sealed, and delivered. 


Amongst these most honourable * * * * 


, was your Lordship’s 


brother, Farmer John Abbott of Canterbury. He actually de- 
camped, and took a small place in the vicinity of Hampstead; 
and it cost me an additional ten guineas to serve him with a legal 
process, which was done at the silent hour of midnight, as, in his 
robe de chambre, he was feeding the hogs. After a verdict at 
Nist Prius, in my favour, for the difference in the sale prices, his 
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plea of poverty induced me to receive at his brother’s chambers 
in the Temple, a proportion only of that difference. 

Previous to your Lordships elevation, this man kept a livery 
stable in Goswell Street, and, at present, thanks to your Lord- 
ship’s benevolence, he lives like an independant gentleman, and 
his son, or sons, are amply provided for in the courts of law; 
This is as it should be. 

Now, my Lord, this transaction will enable us to display further 
sentiments of philanthropy—and such Equity and Justice, as 


ought to distinguish the bench. The remainder due to me, of 


that difference of sale, amounting to £600. lawful, or £1000. com- 
pound interest, I do hereby solemnly request, may be given to, or 
appropriated towards, the discharge or THOSE ENORMOUS Fines, 
contrary to the Bill of Rights, which are suspended over the head 
of Mr. Richard Carlile, now drooping under six years of close im- 
prisonment, for the alleged crime of BLAsPHEMyY! as a token and 
record of my DETESTATION Of PERSECUTION for CONSCIENCE 
SAKE, IN THIS ENLIGHTENED AGE. And I am confident also 
that your Lordship (a person of excellent natural talents,) will 
sooner or later, be actuated by those doctrines WHICH YOU PRO- 
Fess—among which, we read, “lest while ye gather the tares, ye 
root up also the wheat with them, let both grow together until the 
harvest.” Is it not impious then, for mortals to presume to oppose 
PRECEDENTS and STATUTES to the progress of that mind which is 
incessantly accumulating farther knowledge, and 1LLUSTRATING 
even, the boasted ‘‘ wisdom of our ancestors ?” 
I have the honour to be, your Lordship’s 
Very humble Servant, 
S. FERRAND WADDINGTON, 
London, Jan. 12, 1825. 











TO JOHN STODDART, L. L. D. EDITOR OF THE 
NEW TIMES. 


Dorchester Goal, Jan, 17, 1825, of 
the religion that ends in Can- 
Dear Docror, nibalism ! 
THOUGH thou art deficient in flesh and muscles, it seemeth, 
that thy nerves fully compensate thee. ‘Thou canst, like ano- 
ther God, look throagh the earth, and discover, that the infi- 
delity of Richard Carlile is as penetrating as thy vision, and 
that, it pervades the earth at every pore, even at his anti- 
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podes! Before thou toldest me so, 1 was not aware, that I 
had unchristianized the atmosphere of New Holland! More 
than ever, do | begin to admire the power of the principles 
which I advocate, since, in motion and penetration, they 
are not excelled by the rays of the sun! 

It seemeth, Dear Doctor, that a Roman Catholic Chris- 
tian, transported from Ireland, was instigated by bunger to 
kill and eat a Protestant Catholic Christian. The Roman 
Catholic was called Alexander Pierce, and the Protestant 
Catholic, Thomas Cox. And it further seemeth, Dear Doc- 
tor, according to thy Gospel, that all this hath happened, 
because, Richard Carlile is allowed to keep a shop in Fleet 
Street, wherein to sell books, which advise both Roman 
and Protestant, and all sorts of Christian, not to worry, and 
eat, and prey upon one another. Now, really, Doctor, thy 
Logic surpasseth my unchristian understanding ; but, in the 
shape of syllogism, it will stand thus: 

In new Holland, one Christian has killed and eaten ano- 
ther Christian. 

Jn Fleet Street, London, one Richard Carlile keeps a shop, 
and sells books, which advise Christians not to prey upon 
one another. 

Therefore, it is clear, according to every Christian prin- 
ciple in contradiction, that the shop and books of Richard 
Carlile, in London, must have been the cause of one Cbhris- 
tian killing and eating another in New Holland! 

Aristotle could not have done the thing better than this, 
Doctor, and now, I see, the great subtility in this logic, which 
obtained thee the diploma of a Doctor of Laws! 

It seemeth, that this Cannibal Christian, Alexander Pierce, 
was very religious, he had not an idea that religion was 
vice, and, doubtless, he said grace, before and after he had 
dined from the Heretic, Thomas Cox —“ Sanctify, O Lord, 
I beseech thee, this body of Thomas Cox, to my use, and me 
to thy service, as thou didst with Jesus Christ, thy dear son 
and my saviour. Amen.” And, after dinner, something 
like the following words:—* I thank thee O Lord, for giving 
me strength thus to kill and eat thine and mine enemy, the 
heretic, Thomas Cox ; and thus, O Lord, dea! thou with all 
heretics.” 

Really, Doctor, this subject is sacred, and worthy cf be- 
coming an additional book in the Bible. It is a parallel to 
the murder of Abel, to the slaying of the Shechemites, to 
the murder of the Egyptian by Moses, to the murderer of all 
the Mideonites, save the the virgins, &c. &c. &c. We are 
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not (aught to eat one another by the Bible; but murder is 
its prevailing topic: aud why need we to wonder, when a 
Christian commits a murder? Christianity is a system of 
murder. Alexander Pierce, from his infancy, bad had bis 
head filied with a notion about drinking the biood, and 
eating the body, of his murdered god, so that, to kill and 
eat his fellow christian, in a time of hunger, and that chris- 
tian, a heretic, must have been a trifling circumstance, in bis 
view, afler such a christian edacation. 

Besides, he had been transported from a country, where, 
if he had not seen the Heretics actually eating the Catho- 
lics, be had seen them eating that food which should have 
fed the bodies of the Catholics; and, of the two cases, the 
Irish case is the worst: for any one bad rather be well fed 
for a time and eaten after, then to be keptin a state of star- 
vatiou, in the midst of a plenty, and to have to produce 
food for an enemy to eat. Canaibalism, ia priuciple, pre- 
dominates in Ireland, and Alexander Pierce could have 
but little to leara, when the opportunity offered to put it in 

ractice in New Loiland. 

It | deprive my neighbour of that food which is required 
to feed his body, | am in reality a cannibal, and one of the 
worst kind; for bis food is his body. I am perpetually 
eating bim ‘up; as long as | continue to deprive him of ne; 
cessary food. So, Doctor, the logic will not be quite so 
barsh, to say, that mother Church, and the Glorious Con- 
stitution of Kugland, fosters nothing but Cannibals. 

The object of the shop in Fleet street, that says “ RELI- 
GION IS VICE,” is, to put a stop to tuis state of caupibalism. 
If yon, Doctor, for your support of Church and State, can 
pui two joints of mutton, or beef, on your table, at oue 
time, and, if there be an individual, who from the exactions 
by this Church and State, is not left with oue joint, you are 
a Cannibal, you prey, daily, upon that individuai. You 
really kill and eat him. 

‘They who teach that there is no God to reqnire sacri- 
fices, and tbat religion is vice, teach aiso, that animal 
food is not essentially necessary to feed a strong man. 
Give them good vegetables and good fruits, and they will 
not seek to prey upon man or any other animal. | admire 
thy honesty and thy Christian Charity, Doctor, in connect- 
ing My name with that of a Connibal ‘Christian in New Hol- 
land, and remain, resolved not to eat thee if | kill thee with 


kindness, thy friend, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
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COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO MR. ROGERS, ITINE- 
RANT LECTURER ON ASTRONOMY. 





Sir, Portsmouth, January 6, 1825. 
As you, last night, reproachfully, said so much about Infidels, and 
mentioned the name of Carlile; I, (a poor unlettered, but rational 
and reflecting mechanic,) take the liberty of sending you three 
numbers of his Republican, which happen to be in my possession) 
for your perusal; and at the same time, beg leave to say, that if 
you can refute Carlile, and convince the world, of the existence, 
of your assumed almighty God, you will not only prove yourself, 
the greatest peace- -maker, and benefactor of the human race, that 
ever lived, but may thereby, procure for yourself, as ample a for- 
tune as any man could reasonably wish; and | will here, also, 
state my belief, that the period of time is not very far distant, 
when, either your God himself, will have to demonstrate his own 
existence, Or some one must do it for him; or he will assuredly 
be banished from the irradiated sphere of rational reflection. 

I must now tell you, Sir, that you did not exhibit one single 
rational and valid argument, to prove the existence of such a God 
as you appeared so very solicitous to establish in the minds of 
your audience. They were only such evidences as are calculated 
to satisfy Priests and Children, and Old Women of both sexes. 

As to your descriptions of the Moon, Tides, &c. they were up- 
on the whole very poor, and far beneath what I expected to hear 
from you; and only proved to me, that you have not been a deep 
reflecting Astronomer. Although, before last night, I never saw 
an Orrery, or ever heard an astronomical or even lunary lecture, 
I have the vanity to think (if vanity you choose to deem it) that 
were I only in possession of an equally good voice, power of arti- 
culation and delivery as yourself, and had an equal knowledge of 
the meaning of words, I could prove myself a much better Seleno- 
grapher than you at present are, or appeared to be, in your lecture 
last night. Yes, Sir, did I but possess a better power of articu- 
lating, and a copious knowledge of language, I would endeavour 
to become an astronomical lecturer, and your itinerary opponent; 
and assure you that I should not despair of being able to drive 
you out of the field, in a very few months; unless you should 
cease to pursue your present Theistical jargon, and in place of it 
begin to develope a more rational Theory, and correct knowledge 
of the attributes of all- -puissant Matter; and also more clearly 
shew the relations and conditions of the stupendous glomerated 
bodies that float in the universe. 
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You at last adduced the vast power of the Microscope, with a 
view to confound and refute Infidels; but your reasonings and 
conclusions upon these eductions were extremely fallacious, as 
well as childish. It is those, who reflect and range fearlessly 
from the Minutest point, to the Greatest extent of space, that 
their imagination can possibly carry them; or from the Greatest 
to the Smallest conceivable atom of Matter or point of Space, 
who become Atheists; for these things shew them that there is no 
room left for a God to exist in. But if you should say, that God 
is not Matter, then, it is only a NONENTITY that you prate about. 

I would have put some questions to you last night in the room, 
had I not been fully aware of the interested parties just in front 
of me, and that persecution still exists, and ever rages in some 
instances in this country. Yet, Sir, I trust that the day is at hand 
when every honest man will boldly spurn at every Law and Cus- 
tom that has its foundation in tyranny and ignorance. 


I am, Sir, 


A LOVER OF TRUTH. 





ASTRONOMERS AND ASTROLOGERS. 





ALL astrologers are necessarily astronomers ; but all astrono- 
mers are not necessarily astrologers. Astronomers treat of 
the planetary bodies, their size, motions, and relative dis- 
tance. Astrologers presume to connect the welfare, or ill- 
fare, the health, habits of body, disposition, and every thing 
physically and morally incidental to mankind, with the po- 
sitions of the planets of this solar system, at the time of birth 
or conception, which, I am not astrologer enough to say. 

I should have bad nothing to say about Astronomers in 
t™ s article, were not some of them ridiculously theistical, 
and had | not been informed, that, there is one of the name 
of Rogers, travelling the country aud lecturing with an or- 
rery, by which, be, to tickle the Christians, pretends to refute 
infidelity, and makes very free with my name. 

It is said of Sir lsaac Newton, that, he confessed, at the 
close of his life, that, all his astronomical researches had 
been made with a view of supporting the theory of an intel- 
ligent god. ‘The inference of which is, that, be would not 
see, nor develope, any discovery, that could weigh against 
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this theory of a god. In this state of mind, it may be said 
of Sir Isaac, that, as an astronomer, he was religiously or 
theistically blind. If Galileo had not before established the 
certainty of the diurnal motion of the earth, which Lord Ba- 
con, a few years earlier, had denied and talked about de- 
moustrating the contrary, it might have been expected of 
Newton, that he would not have seen it; because it was con- 
trary to the Jewish Scriptures. This plan of setting out in 
the pursuit of knowledge, with a resolution uot to discover 
any thing that does not support an established theory, is 
quite ridiculous, and utterly unworthy of a philosopher, or 
a true lover of wisdom and truth. Such a man should com- 
mence his pursuit of knowledge, as if he knew nothing, as if 
nothing was hitherto known, and receive his knowledge of 
things precisely as it is presented to his mind by viewing 
and considering those things. He ought not to think about 
a God, uor about any theory that is not so far well founded, 
as to admit of some practical tests. What Newton has 
written about a God is the extreme of balderdash, would 
disgrace an unlettered clown. All that he could say was, 
that God was all eye, all ear, all touch, and yet, not corpo- 
real, not to be seeu, heard, or touched! By way of saying 
something, he has defined his God to be a heap of contra- 
dictions, and a word without meaaging or application. And 
this, because, in all his astronomical researches, he could dis- 
cover nothing that resembled that theory of a God which it 
was his first object to support, and had not courage or sense 
enough to say, that there was not such a god in existence as 
any man has preached. I now say this, and will maintain 
it before all the astronomers past and present. 

When the theory of a God was first founded, the planeta- 
ry system of the space about us was not known; the size 
and distance of the planets were not imagived; the proper- 
ties of fixed and fluid matter were not supposed. In Greece, 
Jupiter was made to dwell on the top of Mouut Olympus, 
and the Gods could amuse themselves with turning men, 
aod women, aud other animals into planets!) Such was the 
classical idea of a God! With the Pagans, the same sort of 
notions existed, the same arguments were used, about a di- 


’ vine providence, as with the Christians. Said a Pagan The- 


ist to a Sceptic, on shewing him the Statue of Neptune co- 
vered with the pictures of those who had had narrow escapes 
of being drowned: “can you now doubt about a divine 
providence?” Said the other, ‘‘ what should we say, if we 
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could see the pictures of ail those who have been drowned 2” 
They who escaped drowning, by some singular preserva- 
tion, could come and pay their vows, and talk loudly about 
a divine providence; but they who were drowed, were quiet 
and had nothing more to say for or against the question. 
Such is the case with the living and the dead throughout the 
sphere of mankind: they who live are filled with idle fears 
and hopes: they who are dead can teach us nothing, and.are 
insensible to their own past errors, 

The earth, or planet, on which we live, is about twenty 
five thousand miles in circumference: an immense globe: 
too large for human vision, and not to be adequately con- 
ceived by the human mind. On this planet, man is a mere 
creeping thing: a mite iu a cheese is a giant, as to that 
cheese, compared with man and theearth. ‘The hugeness of 
this globe gives to the untutored mind an idea of its being 
flat, and that immense body the sun has the appearance of 
being a small body moving round it; whilst, again, so great 
is the distance of the sun, that the earth, compared with it 
for size, is as small as man compared with the earth. When 
we contemplate these relations fairly, the notion of a God 
with intelligence, in the image of man, existing as a superior 
being, or a creator of such bodies of matter, is a theory me- 
riting nothing bat rational contempt. A mite might as well 
be expected to put a cheese in perpetual motion, as to sup- 
pose a being capable of putting the sun in motion. Itis the 
narrow minded, ignorant man, that can alone entertain a no- 
tion about a god. 

It has been asked, what keeps the planets in their spheres, 
why do they do not fall off in a line, as we witness small un- 
supported bodies to fall towards the earth. ‘To this, it may 
be answered, that, the planets are incessantly falling, with a 
motion, so rapid, as to exceed our conceptions; but they do 
not fall in a straigh line, they fall in elliptie lines. We are 
ignorant of the why and wherefore, that the planets do not 
fail as we suppose bodies should fall; but this ignorance 
proves nothing towards the theory of a God; but rather 
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proves, that there is none; for had there been such a god, 
desirous of keeping up a communication with the human 
race, he had certainly bred them on the earth with a better 
knowledge of things. The introducers of stories about god 
have been among the most ignorant of animals, and we every 
where see, where sound kuowledge extends, that this non- 
sense about god is renounced. 

This earth, that is twenty five thousand miles in circumfe- 
rence, we know to be but a fourth rate planet, in this solar 
system; and, for ought we know, this solar system might be 
the smallest of all the solar systems that the telescope can 
bring to our view. We are lost, in all reasoning upon this 
immensity of matter and ofdistance; and it is insanity itself, 
to fancy a god that is above, or that can controul it. It is 
utterly impossible, that a reflecting man can look through a 
telescope at night, and retain the least notion about such a 
god as he has been taught in his childhood. Therefore, I 
take upon me to say, that Rogers, the itinerant lecturer on 
astronomy, is no more of a theist than | am: and I am as 
much of a theist as any man is. Theism is nonsense, child’s 
talk, not a subject fit for men to discourse about. 

This Rogers knows well, that his pretending to refute infi- 
delity astronomically will not deter a philosophical infidel 
from listening to him, whilst, he also knows, that, it isa 
great attraction to the silly and ignorant Christians. He 
does a deal of mischief, as far as he fixes that ignorance, or 
the prejudices associated with it; but then, he wants to fill 
his pocket, or his belly, and cares not how. ‘There was a 
frend of mine listening to him at Portsmouth, who would 
have upset his jargon in a few minutes, could he bave been 
allowed to address the company. I have traced this man, 
by baving had bis bills sent to.me, from Stockport to Nor- 
wich, and now round to Portsmouth. ‘To refute infidelity 
is his theme; but, I hope, if he comes into Dorsetshire, now 
he is so near, that he will come and lecture to me. We will 
then soon see if astronomy demonstrates a God. 

Astronomy is certainly a dightful science ; a science above 
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all others calculated to enlarge the mind, and to give it lofty 
notions; but it has no more connection with, relation to, nor 
does it demonstrate more of, theism, than it does of that 
other piece of nonsense called Freemasonry. It would be 
as wise to say, that a mite made the cheese, as to say that an 
intelligeut being like man made even the earth on which he 
creeps to rot. The existence of the mite in the cheese is as 
important as the existence of man on the earth. 

If Astronomers are necessarily sentimental atheists, As- 
trologers are evidently practical atheists; for, they trace all 
animal influence, or influence on animals, to the material and 
and atmospherical powers of the planets. God, with them, 
is out of the question, they leave such a being nothing to do. 

Kvery Materialist is confident, that there is a connection 
between all the asmospheres of, at least, the planets of this 
solar system; and the fact, that, so many other solar systems 
are visible to us, is a proof, that they are all so atmospheri- 
cally connected, and interchange their fluid matter. So far, 
the astrological theory is well founded. But when the as- 
trologers assert the identity of particular influences, from the 
particular positions of particular planets, and apply those in- 
fluences to particular individuals, they wade beyond their 
knowledge, and have not an iota of proof whereupon to es- 
tablish the theory. If they could give us a chemical analy- 
sis of our atmosphere, and shew us, that it varies regularly, 
and is always the same, with the same position of the diffe- 
rent planets, and, if they could trace different influences to 
those identified different states of the atmosphere, then, they 
would approach to something worthy of being called a sci- 
ence. But then, it would behove them to show, why con- 
ceptions, or new births, were more particularly affected, than 
older buman beings; why those affections were durable and 
indicative of character and effects through life; and further, 
why all other animals, as well as mankind, are not subject 
to the same influences? What do they find in mankind, 
more than in other animals, that subjects them to planetary 


influences ? 
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For instance, they find, that George the Third, the late King 
of this country, was born under that particular aspect of 
the planets, which rendered his insanity inevitable. May 
it not be asked, why he was not insane until he was fifty 
years old? And if it can be shewn, as [ dare say, it can be 
shewn, that individuals were born, near him, at the 
Same moment, who passed through life without a symptom 
of insanity, what then is to be attributed to planetary influ- 
ences? Do they distinguish royal births from ordinary 
births? Come, Messieurs, the Astrologers, here are ques- 
tions for you to answer. 

Can these Astrologers go a step beyond the old Pagan 
theory of the personification of the passions, in shewing us, 
why Mars indicates war and dissension? why Venus indi- 
cates an increase of love? Is not their whole theory borrow- 
ed from the Pagan Mythology ? 

Again, was ever insanity known to exist among men in 
their comparatively natural state, such as the Negroes in 
Africa, or the Indians in America? If not; were none of 
these ever born under the same aspect of the planets as was 
George the Third? The late King was never a bright man; 
but it is well known, that it was a mixture of religion, war, 
and misrule, and the misconduct of his children, that drave 
him mad: allowing something for the prospect and dread 
of a revolution that should overthrow the monarchy. 

All the squarings, and horoscopes, and calculations of the 
Astrologers are trash, until they can give us the different 
states of the atmosphere by chemical analysis. Can any 
one of them, Lord Eldon and Robert Peel excepted, tell 
me the day, the week, the month, or even the year, 
when I shall get out of Gaol? When I[ was at Ports- 
mouth, in 1819, there was an old astrologer, of the name of 
James Hallett, now pompously announced as Doctor James 
Hallett, very anxious to see me, to know the time of my 
birth. I met him, gave him the particulars, and was pro- 
mised some prophecies as to my future fate ; but, | then ban- 
tered the old gentleman so far, that I never received his cast- 
ing of my nativity. I will now give it te all the astrologers. I 
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was born in the year 1790, on the 8th of December, between 
3 and 4 of the clock in the morning. Now, Gentlemen, see 
what you can make of me. _ I was informed, that two Gen- 
tlemen called at my house in Fleet Street, in 1820, very anxi- 
ous to know the time of my birth, for some astrological 
calculations. Perhaps, old Eldon has some dealings with 
these gentry ; for, it is well known, that he is never a scep- 


tic, beyond matters of fact. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








NOTICE. 





A FRIEND will give the sum of £2. for Aunett’s “ Free En- 
quirer” and 25s. for the “ Resurrection of Jesus demonstrated 
to have no proof.” 


F. L.’s communication, of the verse on Burke, with a 
half sovereign, is thankfully acknowledged. 


J. Clarke acknowledges the receipt of One Pound (third 
subscription) from an “ Enemy to priestcraft” by the hands 
of Mr. R. Dutton. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





THE letters from Q. of Bridport have been received. All 
such information will be acceptable, as R. C. wants nothing 
but information as to small matters, to tickle the variety of 
many of the little things in and about Dorchester with a 
notice. Q. will be a welcome visitor to the Gaol. He has 
no one’s consent to obtain. Let him come to the Gate with 
a note for R. C. to say he is there, and he will soon find 
admittance. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED AT 84, FLEET STREET. 


W. Fox, for Mr. Carlile 

Innocent for Do. 

From W. Pratt, for Mr. Carlile’s brave shopmen, now in 
Newgate, 2s. of which is from an old Methodist, 40 
years a professor, now 60 years of age; who, though a 
searcher after truth and the positive facts now promul- 
gated by Mr. Carlile’s works, knows religion to be a 
cheat, and is far happier in being a Materialist 

Hibernicus of Bath for Mrs. Jefferies 

For Mr. Clarke, by Mr. Downey 

For Mr. Carlile by T. Holland, a countryman of Paine’s, 
and success to Carlile 

W. M., for Mr. Carlile 

Do. for men in Newgate 

The Holy Ghost for Mr. Carlile 

Innocent for. Mr. Carlile 

J. A, for men in Newgate 

January 11, W. J. for November and December last for 
Mr. Carlile 

Do. for Campion 
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